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There is a rapidly increasing number of known 
enzymes: in 1930 about 80; 1947 about 200; 1957 
about 660; 1961,712 (Report of the Enzyme Com- 
mission); 1964,875 (Enzyme Nomenclature); 1972, 
1770 (Enzyme Nomenclature); 1975,1974 (Enzyme 
Nomenclature plus Supplement I); 1978.2 122 
(Enzyme Nomenclature, present version). Such rapid 
growth in the science of enzymology has given rise 
to many difficulties with terminology in recent years. 
The terms of reference of the Enzyme Commission 
were : ‘to consider the classification and nomenclature 
of enzymes and coenzymes, their units of activity and 
standard methods of assay, together with the symbols 
used in the description of enzyme kinetics’. 
This book deals only with the classification of 
enzymes. It contains some general remarks on classifi- 
cation and nomenclature, systematic and trivial names, 
scheme of classification and numbering. Again we fiid, 
as expected, the six main divisions (classes): 1. Oxido- 
reductases, 2. Transferases, 3. Hydrolases, 4. Lyases, 
5. Isomerases and 6. Ligases (Synthetases) as the first 
number (prefixed by EC)and three further figuresindi- 
eating the sub-class, the sub-sub-class and the serial 
number of the enzyme in its sub-subclass. Then follow 
(in a two-page-survey) the recommended name, the 
reaction, the number (again), other names, basis for 
classification (systematic name), comments and 
reference(s). There are 3859 references for 2 122 
enzymes. It is followed by an index containing 
recommended names, systematic names, other names 
of deleted entries. Finally, an appendix on the 
nomenclature of electron-transfer proteins is given 
which includes a list of 21 cytochromes, a scheme of 
iron-containing proteins, some additional material, 
but only 11 references. 
Though it seems to me that in most cases the 
problems of classification and numbering are solved 
in a satisfactory way (proteinases might be an excep- 
tion), I retain the impression the systematic names 
are often cumbersome. Therefore I think it is very 
helpful that recommended names and other names 
are always given too and that the index is really 
comprehensive. 
On the other hand, this volume shows that the 
work of enzyme nomenclature is not yet finished, 
not only because of the continual discovery of new 
enzymes but also because some problems of classifi- 
cation and many problems of naming of enzymes 
await a subsequent edition before improvement is 
possible. 
Peter Bohley 
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